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for which he charges 122 cts. apiece. He never fails to give his card

besides to the persons who wish it. I obtained one of his cards for Viny Sc
myself, & I consider them very precious.

AUGUST 27. From the Boston Daily Journal, Aug. 29: The second concert

[o/ secular music and songs] given by the Teachers' Class of the Boston

Academy, on Thursday evening, was numerously attended.

AUGUST 29. Mrs. Lavinia Norcross takes her daughter and niece to the
Saturday exhibition of fruits and flowers at the rooms of the Horticultural
Society.
AMHERST, SEPTEMBER 2, WEDNESDAY. From the Express, Aug. 14.
The fall term opens at Amherst Academy, "under the care of Mr.
Leonard Humphrey, A.B., assisted by Mr. James Humphrey in the
English Male Department, and Miss Elizabeth Adams in the Female
Department."
BOSTON, SEPTEMBER g. From the Daily Evening Traveller, Sept. 4:
The Oratorio of "The Creation" was performed last evening at the

Melodeon, under the direction of Mr. Baker, with tolerable success. The

heat in the room was quite oppressive, yet the chorusses were sung with

much energy.

SEPTEMBER 8. ED reports to Abiah Root on her Boston visit, and on her
conscience:
I have been here a fortnight today &: in that time I have both seen 8c
heard a great many wonderful things. Perhaps you might like to know

how I have spent the time here. I have been to Mount Auburn, to the

Chinese Museum, to Bunker Hill. I have attended a concerts & one

Horticultural Exhibition. I have been upon the top of the State house fe

almost everywhere that you can imagine . . . I feel that I have not yet

made my peace with God. I am still a stranger to the delightful emotions

which fill your heart. I have perfect confidence in God &: his promises fc

yet I know not why, I feel that the world holds a predominant place in

my affections. I do not feel that I could give up all for Christ, were I

called to die. Pray for me Dear A. that I may yet enter into the kingdom,

that there may be room left for me in the shining courts above.

[PS.] Austin entered college last Commencement. Only think!!!!

I have a brother who has the honor to be a Freshman . . . I have altered

very much since you was here. I am now very tall & wear long dresses

nearly.

AMHERST, MID-SEPTEMBER. ED to Abiah Root, Oct.?:
I spent a delightful visit of four weeks \in Boston}. I returned home
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about the middle of September in very good health fe spirits, for which

it seems to me I cannot be sufficiently grateful to the Giver of all mercies.

I expected to go into the Academy upon my return home. but as T stayed

longer than I expected to, & as the school had already commenced, I made

up my mind to remain at home during the fall term & pursue my studies

the winter term, which commences a week after Thanksgiving. I kept m)

good resolution for once in my life, & have been sewing, practising upon

the piano, & assisting mother in household affairs.

SEPTEMBER 16. Edward Dickinson formally requests Lucius Boltwooo
to sell some of his Michigan lands for him.
SEPTEMBER 24- In the Express: Last evening we saw a letter written b)

Hon. M. M. Strong of Racine, Wisconsin, announcing the melancholy in

telligence of the death, in that place, by fever, on the lath instant, of hii

partner, MR. ALBERT R. PALMER, formerly of this town . . . Mr. Pairnei

leaves a wife \Helen Humphreyl and infant child.

OCTOBER 14- Leonard Humphrey to ]. R. Brigham:
In Amherst, pleasantly situated as Principal of Am. Academy—this L

my relation to the 'great world'—scope enough for doing good & some foi

enjoyment— My school is about 70—larger &: pleasanter than I hac

reason to hope. On the whole am well contented . . . {Emily Fowler
is certainly a brilliant girl & that she appreciates March speaks well for hei

in other respects . . . Dont be concerned about my women affairs, excep

Sarah's—that is a little unhappy . . . I know the affair has given her pair

frequently, especially when I have devoted myself considerably to othci

girls as Olivia & Mary Gould . . . both of them pleasant girls, bu

neither of them half the force I desire in the woman I marry—

OCTOBER 23. L. J. Fleming writes to J. R. Brigham: Gumption {Leonan
Humphreyl gets along swimmingly with his school and is to all ap

pearances much liked . . . Kate is heartily sick of teaching and thinks i

she ever gets back to good dear old Amherst she shall never leave i

more— I saw the divine Emily {Fowler} last night . . .

OCTOBER 25, SABBATH. Mrs. Boltwood to her son, Nov. i:
The Rev. Mr. Colton preached a real smart sermon last sabbati

afternoon, taking up all the bad conduct of the young and old boys ii

this place. He took his text, and then went right into the business of al

that is bad about the streets and especially on the Sabbath and abou

meetings in the evening . . . There was an unusual stillness, that Sabbati

evening in the streets, and to day not a boy or man was seen loitering oi

the steps as we went into meeting.
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OCTOBER? SABBATH EVENING. ED writes to Abiah Root: I am an-

ticipating the commencement of the next term with a great deal of

pleasure, for I have been an exile from school two terms on account of

my health, & you know what it is to "love school." Miss Adams is with

us now, & will remain through the winter, &: we have an excellent

Principal in the person of Mr Leonard Humphrey, who was the last

valedictorian. We now have a fine school.

NOVEMBER i, SABBATH EVENING. Mrs. Boltwood writes to her son,
Lucius, at Andover:
This morning Mr. Colton preached unusually well, from 2. Cor. ninth

chapter last verse, "Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift." A very

suitable sermon for communion. This afternoon Prof. Tyier preached

an excellent sermon upon moral courage. Text was Luke 12. 4 & 5 verses.

It was one of his best sermons. He came out in one of the last heads upon

the state of our country, speaking particularly upon the want of moral

courage among our leaders, and even our Ministers. He set the Mexican

war off in its true colours, and brought out some wholesome truths, for

editors, for trumpeting up under the head of "glorious Victory, 700

Mexicans killed &c 8cc." that which ou[g/?]t to be published with black
lines about it, the whole paper dressed in mourning, instead of exulting

over it. Some very plain truths he had for ministers in that even the clergy

had been afraid to speak out as they should have done.

NOVEMBER io. Diary of William G. Hammond, sophomore:
French, one of our class who lives here in Amherst, invited the whole

class to his house this evening. The faculty and their ladies were there,

also both the tutors [Lewis Green and David Torrey~\, the class en masse,
and young ladies to match . . . Was introduced to a great many young

ladies I never saw before and never wish to see again: also to some that I

do. Miss French is not pretty, but very lively; Miss Jones, her cousiti, is

ditto. Miss Sarah Gridley was present. Was introduced to Miss Emily

Fowler, one of the reigning belles, with rather a pretty face, but a figure

like a jar of sweetmeats; also to Miss Livia Coleman, another belle and

the prettiest girl I have seen in A., except perhaps Jennie G\ridley~\: also

Miss Adams, a rather pretty, pleasant girl, with whom I soon got well

acquainted on the score of her friendship for Hal Wyman. Also to Mrs.

Prof. Warner. The evening passed quickly in talking, promenading, music,

and feeding.
NOVEMBER 12, THURSDAY. From the Express, Nov. 19. The first Am-
herst Cattle Show is held on the Common: At half past one, about ioo

persons sat down to an excellent dinner, provided by Mr. A. P. Howe, of

the Amherst House. Edward Dickinson was in the chair, supported on his
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right by the Rev. Dr. Hitchcock, President of Amherst College, and on hi-

left by Rev. Professor Warner.

NOVEMBER 34:- Mrs. Boltwood writes to her son Lucius, at Andover.
I found that . . . Mr. Strong was engaged to be married to Mis*

{Celia} Wright, a Sister of Mrs. Dr. Brewster, a graduate of Mouni

Holyoke school. Sister H[annah] spoke in high terms of Mr. Strong

hoped I should see him, as he & Miss Wright expected to pass nearly all

the week in Amherst . . . Mr. Strong first saw Miss W.at the commence-

ment at Mt. Holyoke last Aug. Had h~ard previous to his seeing hei

that her wish was to go on a mission . .. Dr. Wright the Father fell

unwilling that his daughter should go, especially to the Indians, as Mr. S

was to labour among the Choctaws . . . Miss Wright, having for years

desired to go on a Mission made up her mind to say "I will go" . . . Miss

Wright is only 19. Mrs. Brewster looked as if she had been crying the

evening we called there &said she had. Next week comes on the wedding

. . . I think Mrs. Brewster a more than common interesting woman. She

talked very well about the whole affair.

DECEMBER a, WEDNESDAY. From the Express, Nov. 12. The winter term
begins at Amherst Academy; ED and Lavinia enroll in "English course":
The Classical Department will continue under the care of the Principal

{Leonard Humphrey}. The Mathematical department under the charge

of Mr. James Humphrey, and the Female Department of Miss Elizabeth

C. Adams.

DECEMBER g, SABBATH. L. J. Fleming to J. R. Brigham: I went to

church this morning and heard a sermon founded upon Genesis 42.21

[.  .  .  we saw  the anguish of  his soul, when he besought us, and we would
not hear . . .]

DECEMBER ii. The newly formed Amherst Lyceum presents an in-
troductory lecture by W. S. Tyler. Admittance free.
DECEMBER 25. ED to Abiah Root, Mar. 14, 1847:
I had a great many presents, Christmas, &: New year's holidays—both,

but we had no such celebration of the former which you describe.

In the evening Rev. Mr. Rufus Ellis, of Northampton, delivers a lecture,
on "The Thinking Man," before the Amherst Lyceum.
Edward Dickinson acquires Manual of Classical Literature, fromth(
German of J. J. Eschenburg . . . by N. W. Fiske, Professor in Amhers.
College, Philadelphia, 1846.
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AMHERST, JANUARY? ED to Abiah Root, Mar. 14: The influenza has

been very prevalent & severe here this winter & at the time your letter

reached me, I was quite sick with it, so that I could scarcely sit up or do

anything at all. My cold was very severe in my head at first, but after

I had partly recovered from that, my cold settled upon my lungs & I had

a hard cough for g or 4 weeks.

FEBRUARY 10, WEDNESDAY EVENING. W. W. Lord, of Princeton,
delivers his first lecture on poetry (the first of 8 lectures altogether, on
succeeding Tuesday evenings).
MID-FEBRUARY. ED to Aust'm, Feb. r], 1848: I am sure I shall not very

soon forget last Valentine week, nor any the sooner the fun I had at that

time.

MONSON, MARCH i. Charles Hammond of Monson Academy writes to
Samuel Torrey, at Millbury:
I . . . say in reply to your inquiry respecting board that a home will

be provided for your daughter \Louise or Delia?} in the family of Mr

Alfred Norcross— M" Norcross is the son of the late Joel Norcross Esq.

and occupies the late residence of his father which is one of the most

beautiful seats in the country . . . The distance of Mr Norcross' house

from the Academy is about a quarter of a mile— Mr Norcross has an

excellent piano and his lady is a very good singer.

AMHERST, MARCH 4, THURSDAY. The Dickinsons retum from a trip.
Edward Dickinson to Alfred Norcross, Mar. 6: . . . my family returned

safely, on Thursday, pleased with their journey & visit.

MARCH g, FRIDAY. ED joins the newly begun spring term at the Am-
herst Academy. ED to Abiah Root, Mar. 14:
We have spent our vacation of a .fortnight &; school has commenced

again since you wrote me. I go this term &: am studying. Algebra, Euclid,

Ecclesiastical] History & reviewing Arithmetic again, to be upon the

safe side of things next autumn {on entering Mt. Holyoke}. We have a

delightful school this term under the instruction of our former princi-

pals {Leonard and James Humphrey} &: Miss R. Woodbridge—daughter

of Rev. Dr. W. of Hadley, for preceptress. We all love her very much.

MARCH 6, SATURDAY. Edward Dickinson writes to his brother-in-law,
Alfred Norcross, at Monson: I expect to be at home, the fore part of the
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next week, and shall be very glad to see you. Come up & stay over night;

& bring up your wife &: child, if the sleighing remains.

MONSON, MARCH 13. Louise M. Torrey reports to her mother:
Our home here is as pleasant as it possibly can be we have everything

we want and are treated with all the attention which could be devoted to

distinguished visitors . . . The elder Mrs. [S. V.} Norcross was a teacher

in her youth and she seems to be quite a superior woman. The younger

lady \Mrs. Olivia Norcross} is very pleasant and exceedingly kind to us.

They seem to be among the first people in the place—have a most

beautiful house with a large farm connected with it—they have a num-

ber of horses so that we can ride whenever we choose.

AMHERST, MARCH 14, SABBATH EVENING. ED writes to Abidh Root:
Yet, much as we love {Miss Woodbridge}, it seems lonely 8: strange with-

out "Our dear Miss Adams." I suppose you know that she has left

Amherst, not again to return as a teacher. It is indeed true, that she is to

be married.

MARCH I>J, WEDNESDAY. Composition day at Amherst Academy.
MARION, ALABAMA, MARCH go. Josiah Holloway Long replies to a
letter from William S. Tyler on Lord's lectures: Much obliged to Mrs

Tyier for refreshing me with so much entertaining news from Amherst

. . . I picture to myself all the grave Prof's of Am. assembled at a

transcendental poetical lecture, and I am then in a very humorous state

of mind to say the least. Miss Emily {Fowler?] should not be absent.

AMHERST, APRIL 2. William G. Hammond's diary:
Spent the evening at the Gridleys' by invitation. Miss Anna Tyler was

there, a queer looking young lady with a face not pretty, but such as you

could not help looking at: half child and half sage, half genius and half

fool. Very agreeable and said to be very smart . . . Mary Warner also, a

pretty, modest, pleasant girl with beautiful hair; the pleasing, common-

place Tempe Linnell, the pretty would-be belle Miss Kellogg, and the

homely, affected Miss Bent.

SPRINGFIELD, APRIL 6. An editorial (by D. F. Ashley) in the Tri-Weekly

Post:

Our wise Legislature, which, in the exhuberance of its federalism re-

fused to grant a small appropriation for the purpose of providing the

volunteer soldiers from our State with suitable clothing, has just voted

$25,000 as a gift for Amherst College, to be paid over in sums of $5000

per annum. What peculiar claims this sectarian institution has upon the

bounty of the State . . . we are at a loss to determine. Why should the
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JULY 14, WEDNESDAY. The Summer Exhibition of Amherst College:
3. Translation. From the Speech of Mirabeau, on the Proposition for a

Vote of Thanks to Messrs. Bailly and La Fayette. James P. Kimball,

Oakham.

JULY 2 2. The Express reports the death of Prof. N. W. Fiske in Jerusalem,
on May 27.
JULY 25, SABBATH. Heman Humphrey preaches a sermon on the death
of N. W. Fiske. From W. G. Hammond's diary: . . . a parallel between

the situation of the dying saint, and the friends he left behind, whether

Christians or not . . . alluded in beautiful language to the touching

circumstances of his death in the Holy City, and to the orphan family

he had left behind . . . It was the best thing I ever heard from the Pres.

ED to Louise and Frances Norcross, Sept. 24, 1881: . . . when Professor

Fiske died on Mount Zion, Dr Humphrey prayed "to whom shall we turn

but thee?"

ED to T. W. Higginson, Mar. 1886: "From Mount Zion below to Mount

Zion above!" said President Humphrey of her Father . . .

BOSTON, AUGUST 4. A daughter (Frances Lavinia) is born to Loring and
Lavinia Norcross.
AMHERST, AUGUST 8, SABBATH. William G. Hammond's diary: Dr.

Condit preached this A.M. . . . In the P.M. Pres. Hitchcock preached the

usual Baccalaureate sermon to the senior class; the townspeople were up

in great numbers . . . The President, with all his simple off-hand manner,

can when he tries get up a most beautifully written sermon. A very good

hymn of his composing also was sung by the choir.

AUGUST io, TUESDAY (ED'S 7th year at Amherst Academy ends).
There was an exhibition at Amherst Academy this afternoon; when I

went in Charley Fowler (one of the "graduating class" of sub-Freshies, six

in number) was getting off a Salutatory, in tolerable Latin. Then came

any quantity of declamations, good, bad, and indifferent, from scholars

of all sizes . . . Members of the graduating class all had orations: very

decent . . . Little Willy Fowler, though among the very smallest, de-

claimed most beautifully, even so as to attract universal notice and

admiration. To serve as music, the place of a band was most beautifully

and to my mind most appropriately filled by a choir of young girls and

several youths, led by Emerson; they sang most beautifully, and I thought

the music far better adapted to a literary exhibition than the loud notes

of martial music. The performances closed with a pretty fair oration, on

the "scholar's object attainable," and neat Valedictory addresses, from
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Sanford. Not caring to hear a prayer from Leonard Humphrey, I rushed

out . . . The audience {for the prize speaking at the College} began to

collect about 7 P. M. and, "clothed in a little brief authority," with white

silk gloves and a blue ribboned baton, I escorted innumerable ladies up

the aisle ...

AUGUST 11, WEDNESDAY.

A hot dusty day . . . The procession formed after dinner, and

marched beneath a melting sun, for the orators, Charles Sumner and Dr.

Leavitt . . . Though nearly or quite two hours long, {Sumner's address}
was delivered entirely from memory, and the easy manner of delivery,

with the orator's fine personal appearance, gave it no doubt some little

additional merit. The subject was Fame and its pursuit; and the chief

scope of the address, I gathered to be . . . ist, that the pursuit of Fame

for its own sake was not only idle, but pernicious, and sd, that true fame

in this and succeeding ages was far different from that of the conqueror,

and that only those would go down to posterity who have been eminent

for doing good to their fellowmen.

PITTSFIELD, AUGUST 18. The youflg ladies of the Pittsfield Young
Ladies' Institute publish the first number of The Institute Omnibus, and

School-Day Gleaner. Emily Fowler Ford to Mrs. Todd, 1803:. . . I

found in the first number two thirds of my original preface to Forest
Leaves {issued by pupils at Amherst Academy} . . . and alas without any

quotation marks.

AMHERST, AUGUST? Abiah Root visits Amherst. ED to Abiah Root,
May 16, 1848: Have you forgotten your visit at Amherst last summer, and

what delightful times we had? I have not . . .

NORTHAMPTON, SEPTEMBER 15. From the Hampshire Gazette, Sept. 21:
[To the annual festival of the Northampton Horticultural Club} Edward

Dickinson Esq. of Amherst, sent over a basket containing a rich variety

of fine pears and other fruit . . . Two varieties {of grapes} came in the

basket of Edward Dickinson Esq.

AMHERST, SEPTEMBER 26, SABBATH. W. H. Beaman preaches at the
village Church on "Ye cannot serve the L. ire &• forsaking all for X."
PRINCETON, SEPTEMBER 28. OUvia Maria Coleman dies, and her sister
Eliza writes to ED. ED to Abiah Root, Nov. 6: You probably have heard

of the death of 0. Coleman. How melancholy!! Eliza has written me a

long letter giving me an account of her death, which is beautiful &

affecting ...
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SOUTH HADLEY, SEPTEMBER go. A journal for the missionaries, once
members of the Mt. Holyoke Female Seminary, written by Susan L.
Tolman:
Examinations commenced to day . . . I have been busy I can assure

you, I take my book &: pen round to each room, sit down and ask a few

questions and give them a few verbs to parse, just enough to judge of their

general knowledge then mark them 1,2,3,4 being the highest mark. I

then give them a lesson which they use to recite on Sat. so this study is

to commence at once. The object of this arrangement is, to know what

class they ought to be arranged in— For the Arithmetic the plan is

entirely new. The problems are given on a printed sheet, which has

been prepared, and Miss Chapin then gives them the no. she wishes to

hear them do. When they have prepared them they are to write them

out on a sheet of paper with their names & a few sentences telling how

and what Arithmetic they have studied . . . they then go on with their

other examinations, but they have still two other examinations in Arith-

metic, one in the rules, the other on the black board by way of ex-

planation, with the latter is connected an examination in Colburn. We

think this is a fine plan . . . it takes more time but there is less excite-

ment . . . This morning at our devotions Miss Lyon chose for the subject

of remark, "Regard due to absent or deceased friends." She spoke in her

ever feeling way to the strangers, who now many of them had left their

parents house for the first time, she asked what would those parents

say, were they to speak this morning . . . There were many tearful

eyes.

ED to AbiaJl Root, Nov. 6: I came to S. Hadley six weeks ago, next

Thursday. I was much fatigued with the ride & had a severe cold besides,

which prevented me from commencing my examinations until the next

day, when I began.

OCTOBER i, FRIDAY. Mt. Holyoke Journal: This morning Miss L. con-

tinued the subject [absent or deceased friends', by applying it to our own

departed pastor CCondit] . . . She alluded to his personal appearance,

his sense of propriety, his perfect symmetry of character . . . "Heaven"

she added "is let down to me." The examinations are progressing rapidly.

ED begins her entrance examinations. ED to Abiah Root, Nov. 6:
I finished them in three days &: found them about what I had antici-

pated, though the old scholars say they are more strict than they ever

have been before. As you can easily imagine, I was much delighted to

finish them without failures &: I came to the conclusion then, that I

should not be at all homesick, but the reaction left me as homesick a girl

as it is not usual to see . . . The school is very large & though quite a
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number have left, on account of finding the examinations more difficult

than they anticipated, yet there are nearly goo. now. Perhaps you know

that Miss Lyon is raising her standard of scholarship a good deal, on

account of the number of applicants this year &: on account of that, she

makes the examinations more severe than usual.

You cannot imagine how trying they are, because if we cannot go

through them all in a specified time, we are sent home. I cannot be too

thankful that I got through as soon as I did, & I am sure that I never

would endure the suspense which I endured during those three days

again for all the treasures of the world.

OCTOBER a. Mt. Holyoke Journal: This P.M. the names of the pro-

fessors of religion, those who have a hope, and those who have not, were

taken. I cannot tell you how solemn it was, as one after another class

arose. I saw more than one weep as her name was put down "no hope."
There is a large class of this character \<)o1 including ED] will it be so

at the end of the year?

Mt. Holyoke Journal, entry of Oct. 4: • • - on Saturday our family was

divided into Sections . . . I aid Miss Whitman in her care of the middle

class . . . All have been seated at table so we really seem to be in order

again.

ED is assigned to the Junior Class, with the opportunity of transferring
to the Middle Class before the completion of the term.
OCTOBER g. Mt. Holyoke Journal:
This morning and yesterday in connection with our devotions Miss

L. spoke of the duty of prayer especially in connection with half hours.

The examinations are progressing rapidly, quite a no. have joined us this

week. Our no. is probably about ago . . . [Miss Lyon] is very sorry there

are so many, still she feels she has done all she ought to avoid it. She

had more than goo applications . . . Miss Whitman came to me this

noon at the dinner table and said as it rained so that none could go out,

she had been thinking it would be well to have a Missionary] meeting

and read some of the letters we have received during vacation. I liked

the plan much, it was appointed at \ o'clock, and was opened by

prayer . . . Meeting was closed by singing "from Greenlands icy moun-

tains" fee . . .

[What though the spicy breezes

Blow soft o'er Ceylon's isle;

Though every prospect pleases,

And only man is vile . . .1

Deacon Porter came this P. M. to receive tuition
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OCTOBER 10, SABBATH. Entry Of Oct. II:
Dr. Woodbridge of Old Hadley preached for us . . . Our religious

meetings commenced yesterday. The praying circles met at 71/2 in the

evening. The impenitent at 41/2 ™ Sem. Hall . . . It was a solemn scene

to me to look upon so many who were strangers to God . . . Miss Lyon

commenced her remarks after prayer and singing by mentioning the de-

sign of the meeting. It was she said "to help them in seeking the salva-

tion of their souls . . ." there seemed to be solemnity at least, upon

every one present. Some were in tears.

OCTOBER 14.
Today the classes in Calisthenics Reading and Writing were arranged

and commenced . . . Miss Mann teaches the writing. Misses Hazen,

Chapin and myself have each classes in Calisthenics. The singing was also

commenced today. Miss Hawes is with us still. I am taking the general

care of the choirs. One of these sings at g.A.M., the other at 33/4 P.M.

They sing three days in the week . . . The religious meetings com-

menced this evening. They are held directly after tea. We do not have

devotions at table as usual. Miss Lyon meets with the Christians. The

other large class were divided between Miss Scott & myself . . . They

were all requested to take their Bibles. The subject I took up was Human

Depravity . . . nearly all seemed attentive.

OCTOBER 16, SATURDAY. ED to Abiah Root, Nov. 6: Austin came to

see me when I had been here about two weeks &: brought Viny & Abby

[Woorf]. I need not tell you how delighted I was to see them all, nor how

happy it made me to hear them say that "they were so lonely." It is a

sweet feeling to know that you are missed & that your memory is precious

at home.

ED to Austin, Oct. 21:
I watched you until you were out of sight Saturday evening & then

went to my room &: looked over my treasures &: surely no miser ever

counted his heaps of gold, with more satisfaction than I gazed upon the

presents from home.

The cake—gingerbread—pie & peaches are all devoured, but the

apples—chestnuts & grapes still remain &: will I hope for some time. You

may laugh if you want to, in view of the little time in which so many of

the good things have dissappeared but you must recollect that there are

two instead of one to be fed 8fc we have keen appetites over here— I cant

tell you now how much good your visit did me . . . my spirits have

wonderfully lightened since then. I had a great mind to be homesick

after you went home, but I concluded not to, &; therefore gave up all

homesick feelings. Was not that a wise determination?
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OCTOBER 17, SABBATH. Mt. Holyoke Journal, entry of Oct. 18:
Pres. Hitchcock preached for us yesterday. We had indeed a feast. In

the A.M. he preached from Rev. 21: 18-24. {And the building of the wall
of it was of jasper . . .] Subject Christian communion. In the afternoon

Matt 7:13-14. {Enter ye in at the strait gate . . .] He dwelt upon the

end of the broad way and what it must be to lose the soul . . . The

subject presented by Miss Lyon at her meeting in the evening was the

hardness of the heart . . .

OCTOBER 19? ED to Austin, Oct. 21:
. . . there has been a Menagerie here this week. Miss Lyon pro-

vided "Daddy Hawks" as a beau for all the Seminary girls who wished

to see the bears & monkeys, & your sister not caring to go, was obliged

to decline the gallantry of said gentleman, which I fear I may never

have another opportunity to avail myself of. The whole company stopped

in front of the Seminary &: played for about a quarter of an hour, for

the purpose of getting custom in the afternoon, I opine. Almost all the

girls went &: I enjoyed the solitude finely.

OCTOBER 20. ED to Austin, Oct. 21:
I had almost forgotten to tell you of a dream which I dreamed last

night &: I would like to have you turn Daniel &: interpret it to me, or if

you dont care about going through all the perils which he did, I will

allow you to interpret it without, provided you will try to tell no lies

about it. Well, I dreamed a dream &: Lo!! I Father had failed & mother

said that "our rye field which she & I planted, was mortgaged to Seth

Nims." I hope it is not true but do write soon & tell me for you know

"I should expire with mortification" to have our rye field mortgaged,

to say nothing of its falling into the merciless hands of a loco! 11

OCTOBER 21, THURSDAY. At noon ED writes to her brother:
I have not really a moment of time in which to write you & am

taking time from "silent study hours" but I am determined not to

break my promise again, &: I generally carry my resolutions into effect

• . . I want to know when you are coming to see me again, for I wish

to see you as much as I did before. I went to see Miss Fiske in her room

yesterday & she read me her letter from Sam &: a right merry letter it

was too. It sounded like him for all the world. I love Miss Fiske very

much & think I shall love all the teachers when I become better ac-

quainted with them &: find out their ways, which I can assure you are

almost "past finding out" . . .

Wont you please to tell me when you answer my letter who the

candidate for President is? I have been trying to find out ever since I

came here &• have not yet succeeded. I dont know anything more about
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affairs in the world, than if I was in a trance, & you must imagine with

all your "Sophomoric discernment," that it is but little & very faint.

Has the Mexican War terminated yet & how? Are we beat? Do you know

of any nation about to besiege South Hadley? If so, do inform me of it,

for I would be glad of a chance to escape, if we are to be stormed. I

suppose Miss Lyon would furnish us all with daggers &: order us to fight

for our lives, in case such perils should befall us.

Tell mother, that she was very thoughtful to inquire in regard to the

welfare of my shoes. Emily [Norcross] has a shoe brush &: plenty of black-

ing, & I brush my shoes to my heart's content . . . Tell father I thank

him for his letter & will try to follow its precepts.

OCTOBER 26. Mt. Holyoke Journal: This P.M. the studies as they will

be the next series were read. These begin on Thursday . . . There are

to be no recitations before devotions, so nearly all will have time to walk

early. There will be then 4 recitations % of an hour long before dinner,

there will be two after dinner. Sections at three 8e a half. Gen. exercise

in the Hall at 4%1 and Tea at six.

OCTOBER 28. The new series of studies commenced today. All were

invited to walk immediately after breakfast, or all who had no domestic

work. A large party went with Miss Whitman and myself. More than

fifty.

AMHERST, OCTOBER 31, SABBATH. Mrs. E. DickitlsoTl writes to her
daughter. ED to Austin, Nov. 2: You must tell mother that I was de-

lighted to see her handwriting once more, but that she need not put

herself out to write me for I know just how much she has to do & on

that account do not expect to see letters from her very often.

SOUTH HADLEY, NOVEMBER i, MONDAY. ED writes to her father. ED
to Austin, Nov. 2: You probably heard that I was alive fe well yesterday,

unless Mr E. Dickinson was robbed of a note, whose contents were to

that effect. {And she writes to Mary Warner. ED to Austin, Nov. 2:]
I received a long letter from her a few days since &: sent her a letter

directed to Medford, today.

NOVEMBER 2. Mt. Holyoke Journal: This A.M. at devotions Miss Lyon

spoke of the love of God, dwelt upon the passage, "Thou shalt love the

Lord thy God with all thy heart" fee. {Deuteronomy 6:5}
At noon ED writes to Austin:
I have this moment finished my recitation in History & have a few

minutes which I shall occupy in answering your short, but welcome
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letter . . . How \are\ you! do you get along without me now & does "it

seem any more like a funeral," than it did before your visit to your

humble servant in this place? Answer me!!! I want much to see you all

at home Sc expect to g weeks from tomorrow, if nothing unusual, like a

famine or a pestilence, occurs to prevent my going home. I am antic-

ipating much in seeing you on this week Saturday &: you had better not

dissappoint me!! for if you do, I will harness the "furies" fc pursue you

with a "whip of scorpions," which is even worse you will find, than the

"long oat" which you may remember. Have you heard from Sarah

Pynchon lately & have you found out "those particular reasons" which

prevent her corresponding with me, much to her sorrow & my inex-

pressible regret, for having few letters to write, now I am away from

home, it would be a pleasant method of employing my leisure time &:

keep my mind from vain ge foolish thoughts in the leisure time before

mentioned ... How do the plants look now &: are they as flourishing as

before I went away? I wish much to see them. Some of the girls here,

have plants, but it is a cold place & I am very glad that I did not bring

any, as I thought of doing . . . How is Jacob Holt now? I have not heard

a word from him since you were here &: feel quite anxious to know how

he is. Give much love to him 8c tell him I will write him as soon as I

can find a spare moment for it ...

{P.S.} Tell Father, I am obliged to him much, for his offers of "pica-
uniary" assistance, but do not need any. We are furnished with an account-

book here &: obliged to put down every mill, which we spend &: what we

spend it for 8c show it to Miss Whitman every Saturday, so you perceive

your sister is learning to keep accounts in addition to the other branches

of her education. I am getting along nicely in my studies & am happy—

quite for me.

MONSON, NOVEMBER 2? Louise M. ToTTey to her mother, Nov. 6:
We attended a pleasant sewing society at Mrs. Flynt's this week—in

the evening we adjourned to a Whig meeting where seats were reserved

for the Ladies—and we heard an eloquent lecture from the Hon. George

Ashmun of Springfield. He is a fine speaker and I was considerably en-

lightened on the subject of the cause of the present war and various other

topics of political interest. Mr. & Mrs. Dickinson of Amherst were here.

SOUTH HADLEY, NOVEMBER g. ED tO Abidh Root, NOV. 6:
This week, on Wednesday, I was at my window, when I happened to

look towards the hotel & saw Father &: Mother, walking over here as

dignified as you please. I need not tell you that I danced &: clapped my

hands, & flew to meet them for you can imagine how I felt. I will only

ask you do you love your parents? They wanted to surprise me &: for that
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reason did not let me know they were coming. I could not bear to have

them go, but go they must & so I submitted in sadness.

NOVEMBER 4. Mt. Holyoke Joumal: Miss Lyon this A.M. gave some ex-

planation in regard to Family meeting, notes of Criticism fee. All are

required to write notes of criticism, or a note saying they have nothing

to criticise.

AMHERST, NOVEMBER 4. Abby Wood writes to ED. ED to Abiah Root,
Nov. 6: I hear frequently from Abby & it is a great pleasure to receive

her letters. Last eve, I had a long &: very precious letter from her & she

spoke of rec8 a letter from you.

SOUTH HADLEY, NOVEMBER 6, SATURDAY. ED Writes tO Abidh Root,
at Miss Campbell's school, Springfield:
I am really at Mt Holyoke Seminary &: this is to be my home for a

long year . . . It has been nearly 6 weeks since I left home & that is a

longer time than I was ever away from home before now . . . I am now

contented & quite happy, if I can be happy when absent from my dear

home & friends. You may laugh at the idea, that I cannot be happy

when away from home, but you must remember that I have a very dear

home & that this is my first trial in the way of absence for any length

of time in my life . - . I am now quite contented & am very much

occupied now in reviewing the Junior studies, as I wish to enter the

middle class . . .

I room with my Cousin Emily \Norcross~\, who is a Senior. She is an

excellent room-mate &: does all in her power to make me happy. You

can imagine how pleasant a good room-mate is, for you have been away

to school so much. Everything is pleasant &: happy here & I think I could

be no happier at any other school away from home. Things seem much

more like home than I anticipated &: the teachers are all very kind &:

affectionate to us. They call on us frequently &: urge us to return their

calls 8c when we do, we always receive a cordial welcome from them. I

will tell you my order of time for the day, as you were so kind as to

give me yours. At 6. o'clock, we all rise. We breakfast at 7. Our study

hours begin at 8. At g. we all meet in Seminary Hall, for devotions. At

101/4. I recite a review of Ancient History in connection with which we

read. Goldsmith & Grimshaw. At ii. I recite a lesson in "Pope's Essay

on Man" which is merely transposition. At 12. I practise Calisthenics

& at 121/4 read until dinner, which is at 121/2 &: after dinner, from 1Y2

until 2. I sing in Seminary Hall. From 3% until 3/4· I practise upon the

Piano. At g% I go to Sections, where we give in all our accounts for the

day, including. Absence—Tardmess—Communications—Breaking Silent
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Study hours—Receiving Company in our rooms & ten thousand other

things, which I will not take time or place to mention. At 4%. we go

into Seminary Hall, &: receive advice from Miss Lyon in the form of a

lecture. We have Supper at 6. & silent study hours from then until the

retiring bell, which rings at 83/4, but the tardy bell does not ring until

9%, so that we dont often obey the first warning to retire.

Unless we have a good fe reasonable excuse for failure upon any of

the items, that I mentioned above, they are recorded & a black mark
stands against our names . . . My domestic work is not difficult &: con-

sists in carrying the Knives from the ist tier of tables at morning &: noon

& 'at the night washing & wiping the same quantity of Knives.  I  am

quite well & hope to be able to spend the year here, free from sick-

ness . . . One thing is certain &: that is, that Miss Lyon & all the teachers

seem to consult our comfort & happiness in everything they do & you

know that is pleasant. When I left home, I did not think I should find

a companion or a dear friend in all the multitude. I expected to find

rough & uncultivated manners, & to be sure I have found some of that

stamp, but on the whole, there is an ease &: grace, a desire to make one

another happy, which delights & at the same time, surprises me very

much.

NOVEMBER if. Diary of Charles Hartwell: Went to S. Hadley with

Dickinson.

NOVEMBER ag. Rebecca. W. Fiske temporarily takes over the duties of
the Mt. Holyoke Journal: Miss Tolman left us . . . hoping to regain

her strength sooner . . . This evening our little Thanksgiving recess

commenced, though none leave until to-morrow.

AMHERST, NOVEMBER 24. ED to Ablah Root, Jan. n, 1848:
We all went home on Wednesday before Thanksgiving, &: a stormy

day it was, but the storm must not be in our way, so we tried to make

the best of it & look as cheerful as we could. Many of the girls went very

early in the morning in order to reach home the same day & when we

all sat down to the breakfast table, it seemed lonely enough to see so

many places vacant. After breakfast, as we were not required to keep all

the family rules, a number of us met together at one of the windows in

the Hall to watch for our friends, whom we were constantly expect-

ing . . . At last almost tired out I spied a carriage in the distance &

surely Austin was in it. You who have been away so much, can easily

imagine my delight & will not laugh, when I tell you how I dashed down

stairs & almost frightened my dignified brother out of his senses. All was

ready in a moment or less than a moment &: cousin Emily Sc myself, not

forgetting the driver, were far on our way towards home. The rain fell
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in torrents &: the wind howled around the sides of the mountain over

our heads . . . yet nothing daunted, we rode swiftly along &: soon the

Colleges &: the spire of our venerable Meeting House rose to my delighted

vision.

Never did Amherst look more lovely to me, &: gratitude rose in my

heart to God, for granting me such a safe return to my own dear home.
Soon the carriage stopped in front of our own house &: all were at the

door to welcome the returned one, from Mother with tears in her eyes

down to Pussy who tried to look as gracious as was becoming her dignity.

Oh! Abiah, it was the first meeting as it had been the first separation &

it was a joyful one to all of us.

NOVEMBER 25 (Thanksgiving). ED to Abiah Root, Jan. 17, 1848:
The storm did not at all subside that night, but in the morning I

was waked by the glorious sunshine-self—staring full in my face. We

went to church in the morning &: listened to an excellent sermon from

our own minister, Mr. Colton . . . [£Z) sees Mrs. Palmer at church:
Do you not think her very lovely in her garb of mourning? Mary is a

sweet child &: bids fair to be as interesting as her mother. Helen seems

perfectly bound up in her child and I trust she will be a great comfort

to her in her solitary &: lonely hours . . .] At noon we returned & had

a nice dinner, which, you well know cannot be dispensed with on

Thanksgiving day. . . .

At about 7 oclock Father, Mother, Austin, Viny, Cousin Emily &

myself to bring up the rear, went down to Prof Warner's, where we spent

an hour delightfully, with a few friends &: then bidding them good eve,

we young folks, went down to Mrs. S. Mack's accompanied by Sister Mary.
There was quite a company of young people assembled, when we

arrived and after we had played many Games, we had in familiar terms

a "Candy scrape." We enjoyed the evening much &: returned not until

the clock pealed out "Remember io oclock, my dear, remember io

oclock." After our return. Father wishing to hear the Piano, I like an

obedient daughter, played &: sang a few tunes, much to his apparent

gratification. We then retired & the next day &: the next were as happily

spent as the eventful Thanksgiving day itself.

SOUTH HADLEY, NOVEMBER 29. ED to Abiah Root, Jan. i~], 1848:
Monday came so soon & with it came a carriage to our door fc amidst

tears falling thick &: fast I went away again. Slowly &: sadly dragged a few

of the days after my return to the Seminary and I was very homesick, but

"after a storm there comes a calm" and so it was in my case. My sorrows

were soon lost in study &: I again felt happy, if happiness there can be

away from "home, sweet home."
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DECEMBER 6, MONDAY. Composition Day at the Seminary.
DECEMBER 9. Mt. Holyoke Journal is resumed by Susan Tolman:
The new series of study is to commence on Thursday . . . The

Chemistry, Algebra, Logic and Nat Phil . . . are to begin. Miss Jennings

will aid Miss Whitman in Chem. We have a new text book by Prof.

Silliman. Miss Mann will teach Logic. Miss Chapin has the general care

of the Mathematics.

Had our usual eve meeting . . . I feel that it is indeed a solemn

thing to meet with that great No. who are without hope. I read to them

this eve, "The narrative of the Cross," by Dr. Spring. They paid very

good attention. I noticed several who manifested feeling.

DECEMBER io, FRIDAY (ED'S r7th birthday). ED to Austin, Dec. ii:
I finished my examination in Euclid last eve & without a failure at

any time. You can easily imagine how glad I am to get through with

4,  books,  for  you  have  finished  the  whole  forever   .   .   .   I  had  almost  for-

gotten to tell you what my studies are now—"Better late than never."
They are. Chemistry, Physiology &: quarter course in Algebra. I have

completed four studies already &: am getting along well. Did you think

that it was my birthday—yesterday? I dont believe I am 17.
Mrs. Todd's notes on conversations with Lavinia Dickinson: Emily was

never floored. When the Euclid examination came and she had nevel

studied it, she went to the blackboard and gave such a glib exposition

of imaginary figures that the dazed teacher passed her with the highest

mark. There were real ogres at South Hadley then.

DECEMBER ii, SATURDAY EVENING. ED writes to her brother:
I heard today that Mr. Colton from Amherst was to preach here

tomorrow fe am writing a word, hoping to send by him. to you. You

probably thought me very sisterly, grateful &:c. not to answer your kinc

letter by Mary Snell, but I had no time to write by her . . . I was noi

very well when Mary was here, but think that I am better now ... ]

am looking forward to next Wednesday very impatiently—as I expeci

you &: Mary Warner then. Surely you will not disappoint me. How ar(

you all at home &: what are you doing this vacation? You are reading

Arabian Nights, according to Viny's statement. I hope you have derivec

much benefit from their perusal & presume your powers of imagining wil

vastly increase thereby. But I must give you a word of advice too. Cul

tivate your other powers in proportion as you allow Imagination t(

captivate you! Am I not a very wise young lady? . . . Is Jacob Holt an'

better than when you wrote last & is there any hope of him?
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DECEMBER 12, SABBATH. Mt. Holyoke Journal, entry of Dec. iy: Mr.

Colton of Amherst preached for us yesterday. Connected with the services

of the P.M. was the funeral of Mr. Cook . . .

DECEMBER 14. Miss Lyon -made quite a talk about health this P.M.

Spoke of the fact that females were more feeble, less able to bear fatigue

&: exposure now, than they were 20. years ago.

DECEMBER 16. Our religious meeting, this Eve. This A.M. at devotions

Miss Lyon spoke to us upon the doctrine of Dependance upon God. She

has been taking up for a few mornings past the great doctrines of the

Bible, as Total Depravity, the Nature of Sin &:c.

DECEMBER lQ, SABBATH. Entry of DOC. 20:
Yesterday was an interesting Sabbath, Mr. Belden of Amherst preached

for us ... Miss Lyon's meeting with the impenitent yesterday was one

of interest. There is attention & some awakening but little deep feeling

yet. She spoke to them more solemnly than at any previous meeting . . .

I am more & more convinced of the exceeding hardness & depravity of the

heart, as I see how little effect, truths, presented &: applied in her forcible

manner, has upon those who listen.

DECEMBER 21. It is decided that we shall observe Friday [December 24]

as a fast-day. Miss L. spoke of it both in the A.M. &: P.M. of the reasons

for 8c the manner of its observance. She appointed a meeting to be

attended tomorrow by those of the impenitent, who had decided to

observe the day.

DECEMBER 23. Miss L. spoke again this A.M. of the observance of Fast-

days . . . Nearly all the family observe tomorrow, the exceptions are few.

DECEMBER 24, FRIDAY.

The day has passed. The house has been very still, quite as much

so, as on the Sabbath. We met for devotions at the usual time 8% . . .
{P.M.} Dr. Woodbridge preached for us from the text, "If any man

lack wisdom, let him ask" &:c. After our return from church. Miss Lyon

met with all the impenitent as on the Sab. She continued the subject

she had on Wed, the duty of giving our hearts up to the operations of

the Holy Spirit; dwelt upon the passage, "Wherefore {as} the Holy Ghost

saith, to day if you will hear" &:c  At the close after pressing home the

truths with much earnestness, she invited all who were willing thus to

give up their hearts to the influences of the Holy Spirit to attend a

meeting at 71/2 in her room. Those who wished to do so were to write
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a sealed note & put in her note-box. At the tea-table she changed the

appointment to the Chem. room. Miss Whitman attended the meeting

with Miss Lyon. More than go. wrote a note. There seems to be much

awakening, but not deep feeling except in a few cases . . . There are 25

of the present Middle Class without hope.

DECEMBER 25. Attended to our usual business to day. There has been

a good degree of quiet. I have hardly heard one "Merry Christmas" this

Morning—

Notes on the Religious State in the Seminary: Emily Norcross writes

to Mrs. Andrew Porter that she "has indulged hope."

DECEMBER 26, SABBATH. Mt. Holyoke Joumal, entry of Dec. 27:
Mr. Beaman of N. Hadley preached for us yesterday {A.M., on
Universal Providence}. The text in the P.M. was "Whoever he be of you

that forsaketh not all that he hath, cannot be my disciple." The sermon

was very appropriate to our present state. The day was an interesting

one. At Miss L's meeting in the P.M., she invited all those who felt

anxious for the salvation of their souls, and were willing to answer ques-

tions to write her a note, and attend a meeting in her room, at f. More

than forty did so . . . Miss W. said there had been an increase of feeling

since Friday. This is plainly manifest, yet there is not deep conviction

of sin.

DECEMBER 28. Miss Lyon's subject of remark this A.M. was "Salvation

by Grace." We sang . . .

[Grace! 'tis a charming sound!

Harmonious to mine earl

Heaven with the echo shall resound,

And all the earth shall hear.]

DECEMBER 2g. Recreation day. A meeting was appointed this P.M

for the same class, that was invited last Sabbath Eve. Those who ar<

anxious, and are willing to answer questions. There were as many presen'

as could sit around Room B.

AMHERST, DECEMBER go. Leonard Humphrey writes to J. R. Brigham
I expect to leave the charge of Am. Acad. at the close of this term—(

weeks more—have a pleasant school at the rate of $500 a year—on man'

accounts should be glad to stay the year out, but have very little doub

that some other employment would be better for my health. Shall prob

ably spend the rest of the year in literary leisure— What then, I don

know—
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SOUTH HADLEY, JANUARY i (Edward Dickinson's qgth birthday). Susan
Tolman continues the Mt. Holyoke Journal:
At the breakfast table this A.M. Miss Lyon made some remarks about

Daguerreotypes. For some days there has been quite an excitement occa-

sioned by many of the young ladies, going to sit for their miniatures. A

gentleman just across the way, has opened an office for a few weeks. Miss

Lyon spoke of it, in the Hall several days since, said if one was sure she

had money enough, if she would not have to diminish her missionary

contribution in consequence of it, there was perhaps no objection, to it.

Her opinion was however that it had better be done elsewhere. Since

then this has increased very much. Several groups have been taken, many

have been tardy or absent from exercises. Much excitement produced. In

view of this. Miss Lyon this morning said, those who had engaged a

sitting might go, no others.
JANUARY g.

We had devotions in the Hall, at the usual time. Miss Lyon . . .

spoke of the great No. that must go down to death, the word would

never reach them, many will begin the wail of despair to-day . . . At

ii. all who meet with Miss Lyon on the Sab—i e the impenitent met

in Sem. Hall . . . Mentioned the various excuses made by sinners, for

not now seeking salvation, &: submitting to Jesus. And showed how vain

they were, how vain they would seem in the light of Eternity . . . We

went to church in the P.M. Mr. Hawks preached. There were nearly

sixty attended the meeting at 7 {with Miss Lyon~\.
JANUARY 4· [Mrs. Porter returns to Monson.~] This evening in the place

of recess meeting, all were invited to a meeting in the Sem. Hall. It con-

tinued half an hour. Miss Lyon wished for an opportunity to speak about

prayer.
JANUARY g. Emily Norcross to Mrs. Porter, Jan. ii: On Wednesday

several prayer meetings were appointed. Every one spoke of them as being

exceedingly interesting. Our meeting was very interesting indeed. Every

one lead in prayer and each one stated something in regard to their

own feelings.

JANUARY g, SABBATH. Mary C. Whitman to Mrs. Porter, Jan. ii: A

meeting was appointed in the morning for those who have indulged

some hope of having found the Savior, thirty eight were present . . . I

could truly say what hath God wrought, whatever may be the case with
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some individuals, we have no doubt many souls have been truly born

again.

JANUARY io. Emily Norcross to Mrs. Porter, fan. ii: Yesterday it was

impossible to keep our room warm and we suffered very much with

the cold.

JANUARY ii. Emily L. Norcross writes to Mrs. Porter, at Monson:
I attended another meeting of Miss Lyons this eve. I hope she will

have them every Tuesday eve. She wished us to make it an object of

prayer that the religion in our family might be continued. She said the

very essence of prayer is its continuance and without it prayer is nothing.

The same she said is true with religion and it is this which marks it from

other things. She spoke of Eternity as being unchangeable and asked

why we should not be unchangeable in our preparation for eternity . . .

Emily Dickinson appears no different. I hoped I might have good news

to write with regard to her. She says she has no particular objection to

becoming a Christian and she says she feels bad when she hears of one

and another of her friends who are expressing a hope but still she feels

no more interest.

JANUARY 12. Emily Norcross concludes her letter to Mrs. Porter: Emily

wishes to be remembered to you and says she intended to write you a

note to send in this but did not have time.

JANUARY ig? SATURDAY. ED to Abiah Root, Jan. r]: Mr. Humphrey

brought Mary Warner over to see me the other day &: we had a delightful

time, you well know.

Mt. Holyoke Journal, Jan. r]: On Sat. there seemed to be a tendency to

lightness and noise. After tea Miss W. & Lyon both spoke to us about

the importance of being quiet, of its effect upon our hearts.

JANUARY 16, SABBATH. Edward P. Blodgett, of Greenwich, preaches
in the morning, on Romans 8:1—"There is therefore now no condemna-
tion to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but
after the Spirit."
Mt. Holyoke Journal, entry of Jan. r]:
At the meeting in the P.M. Miss L. spoke from the passage in Joshua

"Choose ye this day whom ye will serve" &c. also in Corinthians'] "To

day if ye will hear his voice." At the close she invited all who had de-

cided that they would to day to serve the Lord, and those who had to day

felt an uncommon anxiety to decide to a meeting in her room. This you

see would include all who are particularly anxious. There were seven-

teen present. Miss W. said some appeared to feel much. I trust some
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were enabled to say in truth I will serve the Lord. I know that some

hope they were thus able to decide.

Mary C. Whitman to Mrs. Porter, Jan. 17: Seventeen attended a meeting

in the evening for those who felt unusually anxious to choose the service

of God that night. And it was a very solemn meeting. Emily Dickinson

was among the number.

Clara Newman Turner, "My Personal Acquaintance with Emily Dick-
inson":
To illustrate the independence and honesty of her convictions,—

Miss Lyon, during a time of religious interest in the school, asked all

those who wanted to be Christians to rise. The wording of the request

was not such as Emily could honestly accede to and she remained seated

—the only one who did not rise. In relating the incident to me, she

said, "They thought it queer I didn't rise"—adding with a twinkle in

her eye, "I thought a lie would be queerer."

JANUARY 17, MONDAY. Sarah Jane Anderson writes to her aunt, Mrs.
Porter: I believe Emilie ~Norcross] wrote you last week, and probably she

told you about her room-mate. She still appears unconcerned. Emilie

\N} seems quite engaged, much as when you were here. I do hope her

example will be such as it ought.

ED writes to Abiah Root:
Our term closes this week on Thursday &: Friday, I hope to see home

and friends once more. I have studied hard this term & aside from my

delight at going home, there is a sweetness in approaching rest to me.

This term is the longest in the year &: I would not wish to live it over

again, I can assure you. I love this Seminary &; all the teachers are bound

strongly to my heart by ties of affection. There are many sweet girls

here & dearly do I love some new faces, but I have not yet found the

place of a few dear ones filled, nor would I wish it to be here.

I am now studying "Silliman's Chemistry" & Cutter's Physiology, in

both of which I am much interested— We finish Physiology before this

term closes & are to be examined in it at the Spring Examinations, about

five weeks after the commencement of it the next term. I already begin

to dread that time for an examination in Mt Hoi. Sem. is rather more

public than in our old academy &: a failure would be more disgraceful

there, I opine, but I hope to use my father's own words "that I shall not

disgrace myself." . . .

EP.S.] You remember that you wished a reme[m]brance  to Jane

Humphrey when you last wrote me & I did {give} the message to her . . .

In my last letter from home, Viny said that Mrs. A. Palmer returned to

Southwick a fortnight since . . . There is a great deal of religious in-
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terest here and many are flocking to the ark of safety. I have not yet

given up to the claims of Christ, but trust I am not entirely thoughtless

on so important & serious a subject.

Our Section have commenced reading Compositions &: we read once

in a month, during which time we write two.
JANUARY 18. Mt. Holyoke Journal: Miss Lyon's subject of remark this

morning The thief on the Cross . . . She noticed also the one left to

die in all his sins, spoke of those still left in our family away from

Christ. There was much apparent solemnity. This Eve, had prayer

meetings of half an hour instead of fifteen minutes. Those without hope

were invited to meet with Miss Lyon, in Room B.

AMHERST, JANUARY 21, FRIDAY. ED returns to Amherst for the winter
vacation of two weeks. ED to Austin, Feb. r]: My visit at home was

happy, very happy to me fe had the idea of in so short a time returning,

been constantly in my dreams, by night & day I could not have been

happier. "There is no rose without a thorn" to me.

SOUTH HADLEY, FEBRUARY 4, FRIDAY. Mt. Holyoke Jowndl: Our
vacation is over. Nearly all returned last Eve.

FEBRUARY t), SATURDAY. We have no composition exercise to day, but

studies as usual.

FEBRUARY 6, SABBATH. A meeting was appointed at g.P.M., for those

who have indulged a hope this year. If any one who attended a meeting

of the same kind before vacation, felt' that she ought not to do so now,

she was to write a note ... Five new ones attended, one was not there,

who had been before. She wrote no note however.

FEBRUARY io. Dea. Porter is here today, to take the tuition. The meet-

ings are consequently deferred until tomorrow.

FEBRUARY 13, SABBATH. ED to Austin, Feb. r]: Professor Smith

preached here last Sabbath 8c such sermons I never heard in my life.

We were all charmed with him fe dreaded to have him close. I understand

the people of S. Hadley have given Mr. Belden of East-street a call to

settle here. If he accepts, I hope it will, will not be until my year is out.

Mt. Holyoke Journal, Feb. 14: Of the large class who were at the begin-

ning of last term without hope, more than half of this No. now trust,

they have found the Saviour.

FEBRUARY 14. ED to Austin, Feb. if:
Monday afternoon. Mistress Lyon arose in the hall fe forbade our

sending "any of those foolish notes called Valentines." But those who
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were here last year, knowing her opinions, were sufficiently cunning to

write & give them into the care of {postmaster] Dickinson during the

vacation, so that about 150 were despatched on Valentine morn, before

orders should be put down to the contrary effect . . . I have not written

one nor do I now intend to.

FEBRUARY 15, TUESDAY NOON. ED writes to her brother:
It seemed desolate enough here for a few days after my return as

Emily had not come & I was all alone, but I have now got settled down in

the old track and feel quite at home. I am pretty well &: have got rested

from my dissipation. You have probably recovered from the effects of my

visit by this time &: can retire in  season . . . Emily  Norcross  came

yesterday about 5. o clock &: glad I was to see her I can assure you. She

left all Monson folks, well . . . You must not expect to hear from me

often, for I have but little time to write, but you must write me as often

as possible.

FEBRUARY 16. Mt. Holyoke Journal: Recreation day . . . Prof. Snell

is here to give a lecture upon Electricity.

FEBRUARY 17, THURSDAY MORNING. During an absence of her chem-
istry teacher, ED writes to Austin:
I have been quite lonely since I came back, but cheered by the

thought that I am not to return another year I take comfort &: still hope

on . . . Home was always dear to me &: dearer still the friends around

it, but never did it seem so dear as now. All,  all are kind to me, but

their tones fall strangely on my ear &: their countenances meet mine not

like home faces, I can assure you, most sincerely. Then when tempted

to feel sad, I think of the blazing fire, & the cheerful meal & the chair

empty now I am gone. I can hear the cheerful voices & the merry laugh

8c a desolate feeling comes home to my heart, to think I am alone. But

my good angel only waits to see the tears coming & then whispers, only

this year!! Only 22 weeks more &: home again you will be to stay. To you,

all busy &: excited, I suppose the time flies faster, but to me slowly, very

slowly, so that I can see his chariot wheels when they roll along & him-

self is often visible . ..

I suppose you have written a few 8c received a quantity of Valentines

this week. Every night have I looked & yet in vain for one of Cupid's

messengers. Many of the girls have received very beautiful ones &: I have

not quite done hoping for one. Surely my friend Thomas, has not lost

all his former affection for me. I entreat you to tell him I am pining for a

Valentine . . . {P.S.} How is Jacob Holt now? I wish much to hear from

him as not one word have I heard since I left home about him . . . Will
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you ask Viny to get my History & Topic book, of Harriet Parsons &

bring them with her \nex.t week~\, for reviews commence very soon . . .

AMHERST, FEBRUARY 19. L. J. Fleming writes to J. R. Brigham:
. . . let us drop a tear over the grave of our quondam friend Mary

Lib. {Adams'] though not buried yet she is about to entomb herself in the

iron heart of an old widower . . . Squire Aiken of Greenfield . . . You

may have learned through the medium of the public prints that I am

about to assume the responsibilities of the office recently rendered vacant

by the resignation of Humphrey. Kate H. is to be my assistant . . .

SOUTH HADLEY, FEBRUARY 24, THURSDAY. Mt. Holyoke Journal:
Fast day. We met at the usual time for Devotions in the Hal]

{singing
Alas! and did my Saviour bleed

And did my Sovereign die?

Would He devote that sacred head

For such a worm as I?]

. . . Meetings were attended at s~�� as on the Sab. Miss Lyon as usual

met the impenitent, or those who were so at the beginning of the year,

She read to them the case of the Israelites at the Red Sea. She spoke o)

their duty to go forward . . . She also directed their attention to the

passage, "Not unto us, not unto us. Oh, Lord." The meeting was ver)

solemn and some were deeply affected. Miss L. recommended this morn

ing, that all the roommates in each room, should this Eve, spend a little

season together in prayer, and that all should unite, those without hope

as well as those with hope.

FEBRUARY 26. Our examinations are to be thus as last year in the

middle of the term. Reviews commence next Thursday. The recitations

for reviews were read this P.M.

FEBRUARY 27, SABBATH. Entry of Feb. 28: Prof. Warner of Amhersi

preached for us yesterday. The meetings of the day were interesting a<

ever. I thought the old scholars seemed more interested than usual

Most of them have remained entirely indifferent.

MARCH g. Today is the day for Preparatory lecture, but it is so stormy

that we could not go out . . . There is also a great excitement {in the
papers'] in the prospect of a speedy peace with Mexico. We know little

of the political world, in our little community. I sometimes think toe

little.

MARCH g, SABBATH. Entry of Mar. 6: Prof. Fowler ofAmherst preached *

*0n Thessalonians 4:i8--Wherefore comfort one another with these words.
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Eor us yesterday . . . {Miss Lyon} invited all who had a general interest,

who felt they wanted more than any thing else to seek the salvation of

their souls, to meet in her room at [p P.M.]. There were as many present,

as could sit around the room, among them two of the old scholars of the

Middle Class—

MARCH g. Mary C. Whitman writes to Fidelia Fisk, in Oroomiah, Persia:
Helen Humphrey Palmer, has returned from her home in Racine Wis,

with her little daughter a desolate widow. She says 'her lamp has gone

out,' Mary Humphrey is still teaching in Racine . . .

A notice in the Hampshire and Franklin Express: The Semi-Annual

Examination of the pupils of the Mt. Holyoke Seminary will commence

on Monday, March 13, at 2 o'clock P.M. and continue on the afternoons

of Tuesday, Thursday and Friday.

MARCH io. Mt. Holyoke Journal: The reviews are going on very quietly,

one would hardly know we were not pursuing the ordinary routine of

duties . . . The studies for next series were read yesterday, also the order

of exercises for examinations were read this P.M.

MARCH II, SATURDAY.

The ironing is deferred until Monday, the recitations as usual to day.

Miss L. this P.M. spoke of next week, said she did not expect visitors

from abroad, much if any, we had spectators enough in our own family,

though she should be happy to see others. She wanted everything should

go on quietly . . . She also spoke of their dress— Some might like to

know her wish in regard to it— "I will then," she added, "just say, do not

look untidy, do not dress in such a way, that any one noticing you,

would say, 'she is dressed up to day.' Let it be a medium so that no one

will notice you."

MARCH 13, MONDAY AFTERNOON.

Our Examinations have just commenced . . . It is a beautiful day,

but the traveling is very bad and we shall not probably have any

company . . . last Examination is Miss Tolmans classes in Physiology.

Compositions four in all. Titles are these— "The man of God wept"

"The Sea of Galilee." The Rulers daughter. A dream of ancient Rome.

The last was very good. They were very well read.

MARCH 14, TUESDAY. Our washing came just as usual to day. The exercises

began later . . . Very few spectators in. The young ladies have seemed

to have more confidence, than yesterday. We had devotions {at () P.M.]
. . . Miss Lyon read the passage in Matth. "Are not two sparrows sold

for a farthing &c" ...
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MARCH 16, THURSDAY AFTERNOON. Miss Hazens classes in Astronomy

are now up . .. Singing. Compositions. Titles, "Abrahams Offering," by

Miss [Cfara] Packard, of Spencer, "Pericles" by Miss [Sara] Morrill,

"Death of Henry 0," by Miss EEsther] Humiston. "Coming events cast

their shadows before or a scene in 1948," by Miss [Margaret] Robertson ol

Canada.

MARCH 17, FRIDAY. Last day of Examinations . . . Miss Hazen, Calis-

thenics, Chemistry Miss Whitman, Milton Miss Mann. Singing. Com-

positions. Titles of the latter, "Novels and Novel Readers," "Novel Read-

ing," "The First Death," in blank verse. "The Conspiracy of Cataline."

Quite a large No. of spectators were in, a few from abroad . . .

NORTHAMPTON, MARCH 18. Diary of William G. Hammond, of thi
Junior Class at Amherst College: . . . met [m] Northampton the bo)

[/rfc] was going to see, a bright, black-eyed son {Henry Vaughn\ of Judge

Emmons, of Hallowell: the same who ran away from home, some time

ago. He had a letter of introduction to a family of young ladies in Hadley,

and . . . we took him with us on our return.

SOUTH HADLEY, MARCH 19, SABBATH. Mt. Holyoke Joumal, entry oj

Mar. 20:
A Mr. Starkweather of Northampton preached for us yesterday . .

The meetings were as usual yesterday. The subject of Miss Lyons re

marks in her meeting was "the duty and importance of considering.'
She invited to a meeting in her room at y o'clock, all those who wer(

ready to decide to consider this week, the question of being a Christian

who were ready to decide to seek religion, whatever others might do

There were ten present, three of the old scholars, one who has for th(

most of the time seemed very careless.

MARCH a o, MONDAY. ED to Abiah Root, May 16: I had not been veri

well all winter, but had not written home about it, lest the folks shoulc

take me home. During the week following examinations, a friend fron

Amherst came over &: spent a week with me, &: when that friend returnee

home. Father & Mother were duly notified of the state of my health. Hav<

you so treacherous a friend?

MARCH 25, SATURDAY. ED to Abiah Root, May 16:
Not knowing that I was to be reported at home, you can imagine mi

amazement & consternation when Saturday of the same week Austir

arrived in full sail, with orders from head-quarters to bring me hom(

at all events. At first I had recourse to words, &: a desperate battle witi

those weapons was waged for a few moments, between my Sophomon
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brother & myself. Finding words of no avail, I next resorted to tears. But

woman's tears are of little avail, and I am sure mine flowed in vain. As

you can imagine, Austin was victorious, and poor, defeated I was led

off in triumph. You must not imbibe the idea from what I have said that

I do not love home—far from it. But I could not bear to leave teachers &:

companions before the close of the term and go home to be dosed &
receive the physician daily, & take warm drinks & be condoled with on

the state of health in general by all the old ladies in town.

Have'nt I given a ludicrous account of going home sick from a

boarding-school? Father is quite a hand to give medicine, especially if it

is not desirable to the patient, and I was dosed for about a month after

my return home without any mercy, till at last out of mere pity my

cough went away, and I had quite a season of peace . . . I went on with

my studies at home, and kept up with my class.

AMHERST, MARCH go. In the Express:

NEW PUBLICATIONS.

The Princess; A Medley, By Alfred Tennyson. A medley indeed, full

of intended anachronisms and impossible combinations, and yet withal a

high wrought and fascinating poem! It is a good humored satire—a half

comic, half serious burlesque on the modern doctrine of woman's rights,
transferred to the age of romance and chivalry! . . .
Evangeline. A Tale of Acadia, By H. W. Longfellow. Unlike the

Princess, this is a story of real life, founded on fact . . . Evangeline is a

plaintive, touching, melancholy tale, as the Princess is humorous and

romantic—it is as difficult to refrain from weeping over the one, as it is to

avoid laughing over the other.

Also published today: A Tribute to the Memory of Rev. Nathan W.
Fiske, by Rev. Heman Humphrey: In Jerusalem he died; on Mount Zion,

and near to the tomb of David was he buried. How near to the sepulcher

of Jesus himself, "who is the resurrection and the life," does he sleep . . .

Who at death would not love to go up from Jerusalem below, to

Jerusalem above, "which is the mother of us all?"

SOUTH HADLEY, APRIL io, MONDAY. Mt. Holyoke Joumal: Quite a

No. of the Middle Class have left, because of being unwell, &: feeling the

need of a longer vacation than two weeks. They have probably studied

harder than either of the other classes.

AMHERST, APRIL 18, TUESDAY AFTERNOON. At the Spring Exhibition
of Amherst College:
i. Translation. From Longinus on the Sublime. Austin Dickinson, Amherst.

g. Dissertation. What is Life? Edward Hitchcock, Jr., Amherst.
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g. Literary Dissertation. The Infidel Spirit of the Times. John L. Spencer, Gris

wold, Ct

II. Oration. The Relation of the Ideal to the Practical. Julius H. Seelye, Bethel

Ct

SOUTH HADLEY, LATE APRIL. Mary C. Whitman sends, by Emily Nor
cross, a report to Mrs. Porter: Fourteen have this term indulged hope

making the whole number this year about sixty.

AMHERST. ED to Abiah Root, May 16:
The older I grow, the more do I love spring &: spring flowers. Is it sc

with you? While at home there were several pleasure parties of which I

was a member, and in our rambles we found many & beautiful children

of spring, which I will mention & see if you have found them,—the

trailing arbutus, adder's tongue, yellow violets, liver-leaf, blood-root, &

many other smaller flowers.

. . . while at home I had a feast in the reading line, I can assure you

Two or three of them I will mention: Evangeline, The Princess, Th(

Maiden Aunt [6y S. M. (Menella Bute Smedley)], The Epicurean [&)

Thomas Moore], and the Twins and Heart by Tupper, complete th(

list.

MAY 12, FRIDAY. ED to Abiah Root, May 16: Thus I remained at home

until the close of the term, comforting my parents by my presence, and

instilling many a lesson of wisdom into the budding intellect of my onl)

sister . . . Last Thursday our vacation closed,  and on Friday morn

midst the weeping of friends, crowing of roosters, & singing of birds, ]

again took my departure from home.

SOUTH HADLEY, Mt. Holyoke Joumal (by Harriet Johnson): Our deal

Miss Tolman has taken leave of you, having decided to become a readel
{i.e., a missionary worker in Ceylon}, rather than a writer of the Holyoke

journal . . . Yesterday was the time when our pupils were to re-assemble,

but a large proportion of those who were away, were detained by a

severe storm . . . Our number is nearly complete this evening .

MAY 13, SATURDAY.

We have had regular recitations to-day instead of Compositions. This

was to allow an additional day, for our next series, which will be un-

usually pressed. Tuesday will be recreation day so that the recitations

will commence on Wed . . . The only change about our premises, save

what the return of summer produces, is seen in our front yard. Under

Miss Whitman's supervision, it appears in a new, and very becoming

dress.
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MAY 14, SABBATH. Entry of May iy. Yesterday we had for a preacher

Prof. Fowler * of Amherst. Mr. Laurie . . . has received and accepted a

call to be our pastor. He is now away, but is expected to return in a few

days with his bride, a Miss Ellen Ellis, of Chelsea.

AMHERST. In the Express, May 18: {Died} In this town. May 14, Jacob

Holt, M.D., (late Hitchcock & Holt, Dentists, Boston,) aged 26.

From the Express, May zf:
. . . It was quite near the close of the Sabbath,—

Just as its sun was setting,—that death came,

And gave the spirit its long-sought release.

Not in his terrors did death then appear,

But came like some kind angel of mercy,

Whose delightful mission it is to bless.

Oh how sweet for the Christian thus to die!

And exchange an earthly Sabbath, for one

That is heavenly, and never to end.

N.E.C. Amherst, May 22, 1848.

ED to Higginson, Apr. 25, 1862: When a little Girl, I had a friend, who

taught me Immortality—but venturing too near, himself—he never re-

turned.

SOUTH HADLEY, MAY 16, TUESDAY. ED writes tO Abiah Root:
Five days have now passed since we returned to Holyoke, and they

have passed very slowly. Thoughts of home & friends "come crowding

thick & fast, like lightnings from the mountain cloud," and it seems very

desolate.

Father has decided not to send me to Holyoke another year, so this is

my last term. Can it be possible that I have been here almost a year? It

startles me when I really think of the advantages I have had, & I fear I

have not improved them as I ought. But many an hour has fled with its

report to heaven, and what has been the tale of me? I tremble when I

think how soon the weeks & days of this term will all have been spent, and

my fate will be sealed, perhaps. I have neglected the one thing needful
when all were obtaining it, and I may never, never again pass through

such a season as was granted us last winter. Abiah, you may be surprised

to hear me speak as I do, knowing that I express no interest in the all-

important subject, but I am not happy &; I regret that last term, when

that golden opportunity was mine, that I did not give up & become

• On Genesis 49~83—Aid when Jacob had made an end of commanding his sons he

gathered up his feet into the bed and yielded up the ghost and was gathered unto
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a Christian. It is not now too late, so my friends tell me, so my offended

conscience whispers, but it is hard for me to give up the world . . .

How glad I am that spring has come, and how it calms my mind when

wearied with study to walk out in the green fields & beside the pleasant

streams in which S. Hadley is richi There are not many wild flowers

near, for the girls have driven them to a distance, and we are obliged to

walk quite a distance to find them, but they repay us by their sweet smiles

& fragrance . . . Father wishes to have me at home a year, & then he will

probably send me away again, where I know not . . . P.S. My studies for

this series are Astronomy &: Rhetoric, which take me through to the Senior

studies . . . I practise only one hour a day this term.

MAY 17. Mt.Holyoke Journal:
As our summer series began to day, it occurred to me, that you might

like to know, the division of labor among the teachers . . . Miss Hazen

Butler, 3 classes, Astronomy 2, Botany i . . . Miss Chapin three classes

in Rhetoric, Calisthenics and Gen. business . . . Miss L. remarked to

the young ladies in the Hall this P.M. on the importance of keeping in

view the good of the Institution, in all they do. She applied it to getting

on time to lessons, supporting singing in the family &c. All this she

thought for their own interest, as they are all embarked in this ship, and

if it sinks, must sink with it.

MAY 22, MONDAY.

It is a very long time since Death has entered this dwelling, but we

feel to-day, that we have reason to expect his immediate approach. One

of our dear family {Emma Washburn~\ was taken ill last Thurs. and dur-

ing these four days the progress of her disease has been rapid. It seems

to be a difficult case of Lung Fever . . . {Miss Lyon~\ commended Miss W.

to our prayers, adding that she thought we had occasion to mingle

gratitude with our petitions inasmuch, as the dear one thus prostrated,

was not selected from those who had no hope.

MAY 2g, TUESDAY MORNING.

Our sick one still lingers with us . . . Her greatest desire this morning

is,  to persuade her impenitent friends  to flee  to  Christ  .  .  .  Miss  Lyon

read to the weeping family 2. Cor. 5 Chap—and exhorted each to listen

to the voice, in which God is now addressing us— Especially would

she entreat the impenitent to heed this call, added to so many others, for

she felt that it was no blind providence, that directed this event, in this

manner, just at this time.

1MAY 24, WEDNESDAY. After our silent meal {Miss Lyon announced
Emma Washburn's death} . . . We sung the verse,
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"Jesus can make a dying bed"

[Feel soft as downy pillows are,

While on his breast I lean my head,

And breathe my life out sweetly there.]

and Mr. Hawks guided our petitions at the throne of grace. In the

course of the morning opportunity was given, for all to look at the corpse,

after which we met in Sem. Hall for a short funeral service, conducted by

Mr. Hawks. The 586th hymn of the Village Collection was sung . . .

[Through sorrow's night, and danger's path,

Amid the deep'ning gloom,

We, foll'wers of our suff'ring Lord,

Are marching to the tomb.]

MAY 25. Miss Lyon's theme this morning was the great salvation . . .

A division has been made, so that Miss Whitman has a meeting with

those who have indulged a hope this year, and Miss Scott with all the

impenitent.

MAY 271 SATURDAY. ED to Austin, May 20:
I received a letter from home on Saturday by Mr. Gilbert Smith and

father wrote in it that he intended to send for Cousin Emily & myself

on Saturday of this week to spend the Sabbath at home. I went to Miss

Whitman, after receiving the letter &: asked her if we could go if you

decided to come for us. She seemed stunned by my request &: could not

find utterance to an answer for some time. At length, she said, "did

you not know it was contrary to the rules of the Seminary to ask to be

absent on the Sabbath?" I told her I did not. She then took a Catalogue,

from her table 8s showed me the law in full at the last part of it. She

closed by saying that we could not go & I returned to my room without

farther ado . . . The Teachers are not willing to let the girls go home

this term as it is the last one & as I have only nine weeks more to spend

here, we had better be contented to obey the commands.

AMHERST, MAY 27? Austin Dickinson drafts a letter to ED:
From half past ten oclock of last evening until eleven of the same,

your fathers house was the scene of great commotion. About the time first

mentioned, as mother, lavinia &: myself were seated around a bright

blazing fire in the sitting room, each one attentive to his or her own

peculiar duties, we were all of a sudden aroused by loud shouts, & huzza's

followed by peals of laughter . . . As the image drew near me I perceived

that it was a man EFatherr], who in his hand held an open letter which

he seemed to be trying to read and at the sentiments and expressions of

which he seemed to be almost transported out of himself . . . as he

came nearer I distinctly heard him read these words, "I told her you were
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not afraid of her being too strict with me, and she replied. Tell him I am

much obliged to him" . . . The next sentence was this "and when I

told her how gratified you were at our early rising she said Tell him that

is the only way to make vigorous children"  .  .  .

SOUTH HADLEY, MAY 2<j, MONDAY MORNING. ED Writes tO her
brother: I was highly edified with your imaginative note to me &: think

your flights of fancy indeed wonderful at your age!

MAY 30. Mt. Holyoke Journal: This P.M. Miss L. continued a subject,

which she had commenced before . . . She dwelt upon the importance of

ladies striving to acquire system, stability, and energy—of character;

urged all to follow their judgment, rather than impulse . . .

JUNE 2. These first days of summer seem more like winter, or rather as

Longfellow \Jean Paul Richter.s] would say "Winter painted green." It

is  so  cold  that  Miss  Whitman  cautioned  the  young  ladies  not  to  sit

without fires.
JUNE g.

This P.M. Miss Lyon gave some rules to the classes in Botany, re-

stricting them somewhat [within •) miles of the school\ in the plucking

of wild flowers . . . lest many species which have been abundant in this

vicinity should soon become extinct . . . unless some restrictions were

given, we should in a few years, be unable to have any Botany in the

school for want of something to study it with.

JUNE 7· Thomas Laurie is installed as pastor at South Hadley.
AMHERST, JUNE 8. In the Express: The following brief but expressive

lines written by Dr. Holt during his sickness, were found in his pocket

testament after his decease:

THE BIBLE

'Tis a pure and holy word,

'Tis the wisdom of a God,

'Tis a fountain full and free,

'Tis the Book for you and me;
'Twill the soul's best anchor be

Over life's tempestuous sea,

A guardian angel to the tomb,

A meteor in the world's dark gloom;

'Tis a shining sun at even,

'Tis a diamond dropt from heaven.
On the back leaf of her Bible ED copies Jacob Holt's poem. She paste.
in an obituary notice from a Boston newspaper.
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SOUTH HADLEY, JUNE io. Mt. Holyoke Journal:
Quite a sensation has been created in our family by a scrap of in-

telligence in the news papers wh. is that the "New England Nun," as

public prints have entitled her, is no longer such. It is given as an au-

thenticated fact, that she had absconded with one other from the convent

& is now on her way to the North.  The article finished with "This is
certain that Mary P. Thompson is no longer in a convent" Some of

you recollect Miss T. She graduated in 45 • • •

JUNE ii, SABBATH. Entry of June 12: Our new pastor gave us yesterday

two sermons from i. Cor.a'.a. "For I determined not to know anything

among you save Jesus Christ & him crucified."

JUNE 21. Should it be . . . pleasant tomorrow, we design to take our

annual mountain excursion ...
JUNE 25, SABBATH NOON. ED writes to her brother:
I was very glad to see your friend, Bowdoin, for so long a time had

already passed since I last heard from home, that I began to consider

myself entirely deserted.

Your note & father's letter, were both acceptable, only they were quite

too brief, not lengthy enough, to suit me. I am much delighted with the

idea of going home, but dont expect to realize it until fairly there, within

sight fc sound of you all. I wonder if you know, that today is the seventh

Sabbath, since I left home . . . Father wrote that you were expecting

Uncle Joel at our house, yesterday and you are probably having grand

times among yourselves . . . Bowdoin had quite an adventure about

seeing me, which he will tell you . . . I received a long letter from

Cousin Zebina [Montague], about a fortnight since & answered it last

week . . . I have an action against John Spencer, which you shall hear

of at my coming.

JUNE 29. Mt. Holyoke Journal: Some irregularities to-day occasioned

by absences. Quite a No. including two or three teachers went to Amherst

yesterday, to attend the ceremony of the opening of the new cabinet, and

the Junior exhibition . . . At our morning devotions Miss Lyon's theme

was the constraining love of Jesus, its power to control us in every
thing . ..
JUNE go. We attended preparatory lecture this P.M. Mr. L's text was

"Rejoice in the Lord always and again I say rejoice." We are having

thunder storms again this eve, but the young ladies are all quiet in

their rooms.
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JULY 4.

It is only to be desired that there may be no sound of artillery in

the exhibition of joy, to remind, that war has ever been. The news of

peace seems every where welcome, yet we cannot even now speak of

quiet, for the coming presidential election, is beginning to ferment its

usual excitement. Much zeal is shown in attempts to support Generals

Taylor &: Cass by their respective parties . . . In the Hall this P.M.

Miss Lyon amused us, with some of her most playful remarks on sundry

subjects. At the supper table all who had a vein of mirth about them,

had it called into action.

JULY Q, SABBATH. Entry of July io: Mr. Laurie gave us two sermons

from Ps. 2:9—shewing us vividly what is that "rod of iron" with which

God visits those nations who reject him.

JULY 16, SABBATH. Entry of July r]: Mr Laurie preached yesterday

A.M. from John 21:15 [. . . Feed my lambs.) . . . In the P.M. we were

addressed by Rev Samuel Day an agent for the Protestant Society. Miss

Lyon spoke in her meeting last eve, of the danger of being at last "a

castaway" ...

JULY 21, FRIDAY. Mt. Holyoke Journal (Fishe): At devotions this

morning Miss Lyon spoke of the truth that we do not live unto our-

selves or die unto ourselves . . . The funeral of Miss [clarissa} Owen

was attended this P.M. {at Granby~\. . . Mr Bates preached from the

words "A hiding place."

JULY 23, SABBATH. Entry of July 24: We had two more Sermons yester-

day i Cor. 1:24, adapted especially to the impenitent . . .

AMHERST, JULY go. Lucius Boltwood. writes to his son Lucius, at West
Newbury: P.S. Our Parish did not raise any money this year to supply the

pulpit during Mr. C\olton'\'s absence— It is generally expected that he

will beg a supply, & they do not intend to pay him unless he is actually

obliged to pay out the money—

SOUTH HADLEY, AUGUST g. From the Express, July 27:
MOUNT HOLYOKE FEMALE SEMINARY. The ensuing anniversary of this

Institution, will take place on Thursday, August g. The usual annual

address will be delivered by Rev. Edward Beecher, D.D., of Boston. The

examination of the School will occupy Tuesday and Wednesday, com-

mencing at 1 A.M., and at 2 P.M. and will conclude Thursday morning.

Exercises on Thursday to commence at the Seminary at 8, and at the

Church at ii. E. Y. Swift, Sect.
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From the Express, Aug. ii: The certificates of graduation to the forty-

five young ladies, who composed the senior class, were delivered by the

Rev. Mr. Swift of Northampton recently elected Secretary of the Board

of Trustees, accompanied with a dignified and affectionate parting

address. [list of graduates includes Jane Humphrey, Southwick, and Emily
L. Norcross, Monson]
From the Northampton Courier, Aug. 8: The blessing of God evidently

rests upon this institution. With one or two exceptions all the members

of the graduating class are hopefully pious.

ED to Abiah Root. Oct. 29:
At our Holyoke Anniversary, I caught one glimpse of your face, &:

fondly anticipated an interview with you, &: a reason for your silence, but

when I thought to find you search was vain, for "the bird had flown."

Sometimes, I think it was a fancy, think I did not really see my old

friend—but her spirit, then your well known voice tells me it was no

spirit, but yourself, living, that stood within that crowded hall & spoke

to me. Why did you not come back that day, and tell me what had

sealed your lips toward me?

AMHERST, AUGUST 4, FRIDAY EVENING. Whigs Awakel! At Sweetser's
Hall a Taylor Club of Amherst is formed, with Edward Dickinson (not
present) as President.
AUGUST 8, TUESDAY EVENING. Commencement Week opens with the
prize speaking at the Church; among the sophomore speakers:
().   Extract from the Speech of Holmes of South Carolina. Austin Dickin-

son, Amherst.

~. Carlyle's "Dream of Jean Richter." George H. Gould, New Brain-

tree.

The second award (Macaulay's History of England) for prize speaking is
given to Mr. Austin Dickinson by Aaron Warner, Professor of Rhetoric.
AUGUST g, WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON. From the Express, Aug. ii. Rufus
Choate addresses the Literary Societies of Amherst College: After a brief

and comprehensive glance at the rapid expansion of our territory and

the growing insignificance of New England considered in the area merely

. . . he passed to the consideration of MENTAL CULTURE AS THE TRUE

LOCAL POLICY OF NEW ENGLAND.

AUGUST io, THURSDAY. From the Express, Aug. ii: COMMENCEMENT

DAY. On Thursday the public exercises of the graduating class were

held. For several days the weather had been very warm and the roads

very dusty. Thursday was the same, only a "little more so."
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"X." writes to the Republican, Aug. 12: It is strange that the authorities

of Amherst are willing to have their literary exercises of every anniver-

sary marred by the motley collection of oyster carts, monkey-shows, auc-

tion sales and rowdy exhibitions, which always occupy the most con-

spicuous positions of their public grounds.

AUGUST 28. From the Express, Aug. 31. Edward Dickinson composes an
open letter to: REV. WM. TYLER, EDITOR OF NORTHAMPTON COURIER,

Dear Sir: I have taken the "Courier" from its commencement to the

present time. It was established, for the maintenance of Whig principles,

and it has hitherto done good service, in the great cause of Republican-

ism, in its best sense. In your last No., under date of Aug a ad, you place

the names of Martin Van Buren and Charles F. Adams at the head of

your political columns, as the candidates whom you will support, for the

offices of President and Vice President of the United States, at the com-

ing election.

I can not conscientiously patronize a paper which endorses such

politicians; and must respectfully ask leave to withdraw my name from

the list of your subscribers until you take those names down . . . Return,

I beseech you, from your wanderings—repent of your errors—re-embrace

the true faith—rejoin your old and tried political friends—and thus

secure to yourself that peace of conscience, which is a pearl above all

price. With high esteem, I remain your personal friend, EDWARD DICK-

INSON.

AUGUST go. From the Express, Aug. ii:
AMHERST ACADEMY. This institution, is as will be seen by advertise-

ment, opens on the goth August under the care of Mr. \]ohn L.~\ Spencer,

a graduate of the class of 1848 of Amherst College. Mr. Spencer is well

known in this town, as a successful teacher. Miss {Jane T.} Humphrey, the

preceptress, is a recent graduate of Mt. Holyoke Female Seminary, and is

highly recommended by Miss Lyon . . . We are informed that Mr.

Spencer expects to become the permanent principal . . .

NORTHAMPTON, SEPTEMBER 12. William Tyler replies to Edward
Dickinson, in the Northampton Courier.

WORCESTER, SEPTEMBER 13. Edward Dickinson attends the state con-
vention of the Whig Party.
AMHERST, SEPTEMBER if). Marriages, recorded in the Express:

In this town, Tuesday eve. Sept. 12, by Rev. A. M. Colton, Charles

Delano, Esq., of Northampton, to Miss Sarah B. Gridley, daughter of

Doct. T. J. Gridley.
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In Walnut Grove, near Geneva, N.Y., Sept. 6, by Rev. G. Abeel, Mr.

Samuel Bowles, Jr. of Springfield to Mary S. Dwight, eldest daughter of

Henry V. R. Schermerhorn, Esq., of the former place.

SEPTEMBER i~? SABBATH. Mrs. Boltwood to her son, Sept. 26: The

Sabbath after you left we had Prof Smith all day in our church. Mr.

Colton was absent . ..

NORTHAMPTON, SEPTEMBER 19. William Tyler continues his reply to
Edward Dickinson, concluding: There is one short ambiguous sentence

in your letter in which you speak of treachery, of Judas Iscariot, and

John Tyier, which I will thank you to explain. Whom did you intend to

charge with the same crime?

PHILADELPHIA, SEPTEMBER 21. The Coleman family arrive in their
new home. Eliza Coleman to Emily Fowler, Oct. 6: We have just re-

moved from Princeton to this place . . . We came on the si"* of Sept,

&: since then Mother has been under the care of the physician .  .  .

AMHERST, SEPTEMBER 28. The Express pubUshes Edward Dickinson's
reply (of Sept. 20) to Tyier: . . . at the risk of the charge of personal

ambition which I receive in common with others with whom I have

always acted politically, I call upon you to open both your eyes to this

subject, and receive the flood of light which is pouring in upon you, on

every side—which shows that every lineament of the face of your can-

didate is stamped indelibly with hypocricy and selfishness, and infamous

political and moral untrustworthiness . ...

SEPTEMBER 241 SABBATH. Mrs. Boltwood to her son, Sept. 26: Last

Sabbath Mr. C. preached in the morning & in the afternoon the Rev.

Mr. Jones of Annapolis a chaplain preached.

SEPTEMBER 26. Mrs. Boltwood writes to her son Lucius: Politicks run

quite high here just at this present time on Monday eve the Free Soil

party had an address from Erastus Hopkins . . . To night Mr. Ashmun

has made a whig speech—with Hon. E. Dickinson to back him.

PHILADELPHIA, OCTOBER 6. Eliw Coleman writes to Emily Fowler:
I received a letter from Mary Warner last week in which she says you

have been to Pittsfield to attend Mary Humphrey's wedding {to Silas
Ames}.
NORTHAMPTON, OCTOBER io. In the Courier: When the construc-

tion of the Railroad from Springfield to Northampton was first con-

templated, so little confidence did Mr. Dickinson have in its success,

that he promised to drive his horse to the top of the liberty pole in this
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town on the arrival of the first train of cars from Springfield . . . the

perpendicular traveling feat remains to be accomplished.

AMHERST, OCTOBER 16. Mrs. Boltwood to her sister, Mrs. Ann Elisa-
beth South-worth: I had a great treat last week in hearing Mr. Charles

Sumner of Boston give a Free Soil address here on Friday Evening. It

was splendid. It was three hours long and held all who heard it in

fixed attention whatever their party views were. I wish you could have

heard it, for it was "politics made easy," so that even a woman might

understand it.

OCTOBER ag, SABBATH. ED writesto Abiah Root:
My own dear Abiah, For so I will still call you, although while I

do it, even now I tremble at my strange audacity, and almost wish I

had been a little more humble not quite so presuming.

Six long months have tried hard to make us strangers, but I love you

better than ever notwithstanding the link which bound us in that golden

chain is sadly dimmed— I feel more reluctant to lose you from that

bright circle, whom I've called my friends . . . Slowly, very slowly, I

came to the conclusion that you had forgotten me, & I tried hard to

forget you, but your image still haunts me, and tantalizes me with

fond recollections . . . Did my letter [o/ May i6?~\ never reach you, or

did you coolly decide to lose me, & write to me no more? If you love me,

& never received my letter—then may you think yourself wronged, and

that rightly, but if you dont want to be my friend any longer, say so, &: I'll

try once more to blot you from my memory. Tell me very soon, for suspense

is intolerable.

NOVEMBER 7, TUESDAY. Zachary Taylor is elected President.
NOVEMBER io. The Express publishes Zebina Montague's comic re-
port, on "Working Oxen," for the Cattle Show of Nov. i.
NOVEMBER 28. Exhibition of the Eclectic Society; in the colloquy,
"The Politician," James P. Kimball plays the role of Slum, candidate
for Congress.
From the Express, Nov. 20: [Marriages] In Amherst, Tuesday, Nov. 28,

by Rev. A. M. Colton, David Aiken, Esq, of Greenfield to Miss Mary

Elisabeth, eldest daughter of John S. Adams, of A.

UTICA, DECEMBER 22. Birthday presents for Susan Gilbert, at Utica
Female Academy: a teacher gives her The Princess, by Tennyson; a
group of classmates gives her The Sacred Poets of England and America,
